
All of humanity has a common enemy. Terrorists and
despots are its allies, but they too fall prey. It is a foe
so merciless and global that no one escapes – none
are spared – striking fear into the hearts of even the
strongest and most secure. When a massive tsunami hit
the nations surrounding the Indian Ocean, the enemy
claimed the souls of well over 200,000 and brought
despair to thousands more. It often operates like this
– overtaking even “good” people and dragging them
to their graves. It cares nothing of youth or wisdom,
beauty or strength, wealth or success, nor kindness and
love. The enemy does not discriminate. Many have set
out to eliminate it, but all attempts have been futile.
This enemy is death.

The first humans could have prevented death. Adam
and Eve had only to obey one divine command: “But of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat.” (Tawrat, Gen. 2:17) Sadly, they were seduced by Sa-
tan to do exactly that, thus ushering death into creation.
“…for in the day that you eat thereof you shall surely
die.” On that fateful day they were banished from their
paradise and death broke through the walls of human
existence. Since then billions of souls have perished
from the earth – so also will you – only to enter eternal
darkness in the dwelling place of death and hell; this is
the second death. Satan got what seemed a staggering
victory when he deceived the first souls and unleashed
that great plague, death. For when he did so he blinded
our eyes so that we now expect this terrible destiny as
something normal. But death is not normal, it is the
righteous judgment of God for sin.

“KnowingtherighteousjudgmentofGod...thosewho
practicesuchthings[sins]aredeservingofdeath.”

(Injeel, Rom. 1:32)

Do ProphetsRise fromtheDead?
Was God tricked? Did Satan achieve the ultimate vic-
tory by bringing death and judgment to God’s creation?
Not so. Indeed, the Almighty permitted the conquest
of man, but only to initiate his greater plan for death’s
defeat and eternal life! For in the fullness of time He
shamed the enemy through the resurrection of Jesus!
This way He took the dark powers off-guard and, hav-
ing rendered them toothless, “He made a public spec-
tacle of them and triumphed over them.” (Injeel,
Col. 2:15) Just as death entered the world through one
man, Adam, so it has been defeated by Jesus. Through
his death and resurrection “Jesus destroyed him who
has the power of death – the devil – and released those
who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject
to bondage.” You, too, can be released from this fear
and bondage. (Injeel, Heb. 2:15)

Imagine if John F. Kennedy or Rafik Hariri arose from
the dead to prove that death had no power over them.
What if Abraham Lincoln or Imam Hussein had come
up from their graves and appeared in the flesh? This is
exactly what Jesus did! His own words testify, “I have
power to lay [my life] down and to take it up again.”
(Injeel, John 10:18). It is this that his followers celebrate
at Easter. The bones of the prophets are still in their
tombs to this day, but the tomb of Jesus, which once
held his body, is empty. He has risen!

Some Muslim people have never heard of the res-
urrection of Jesus. But for his true followers it is the
cornerstone of faith in him. Many witnessed his death
– even his mother, Miriam – and grieved at what they
thought was his shame and defeat. How shocked and
overjoyed they were to see and touch him only three
days later. Suddenly it was clear that the risen Jesus was
the Victor. He had overcome death and the devil with
it! He did not sidestep death – for had it been another
who was crucified in his place he could not have won.
But the risen Messiah proved he had power over death
and put his enemies to shame.

How toEscapeDeath
Jesus promised to all those who follow him that He
will raise them from the dead also when he comes
back to judge the world in righteousness. The Messiah’s
death and resurrection were the fulfillment of God’s
promise to remove the curse and free us from sin and
death (“The wages of sin is death.” Injeel, Rom. 6:23).
He also did it to deliver those who repent from the
power of sin within them, for only he who conquered
death in this way could also forgive sins and be a cred-
ible deliverer from it. If you want to escape eternal
death and have power to overcome the sins that lead
to this shame, put your trust in him who has already
defeated them all. Accept Jesus as Lord and Savior.

Do you fear death, hell and the righteous judgment
of God? You should. But he has promised that every-
one who calls upon Jesus will be saved and will not be
put to shame: “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus
as Lord’ and believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved.” (Injeel, Rom. 10:9)
You may suffer now from those who reject this way, but
in the end God will honor you before men and angels.
Only those who fear God’s wrath more than man’s are
able to confess their faith in the Savior sent by God.
Call upon Jesus for salvation now. If you do, you will be
happy in that day.

“I amtheresurrectionandthelife.Hewhobelieves
inme,thoughhemaydie,heshalllive.”

(Injeel, John 11:25) - Jesus
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